
 

 

APPENDIX 3: BOLINAS, GOVERNMENT & NONPROFIT COMMUNITY  LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

ON BEHALF OF THE COLLEGE’S REOPENING OF THE BOLINAS FIELD STATION 

 

 

Gary Williams, California Academy of Sciences, COM Alumnus, Dec. 4, 2017 

Bolinas Lagoon Advisory Council, Dec. 1, 2017 

Kent Khtikian, COM Student, & Bolinas Community, Dec. 3, 2017 

Mark Carr, UCSC Long Marine Lab, COM Alumnus, Dec. 3, 2017 

Ellie Cohen, Point Blue, Nov. 30, 2017 

Terry Gosliner, California Academy of Sciences, COM Alumnus, Dec. 1, 2017 

Charles Post, COM Alumnus, Nov. 29, 2017 

Cynthia MacLeod, Point Reyes National Seashore, National Park Service, Oct. 18, 2017 

Cicely Muldoon, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, National Park Service, Oct. 27, 2017 

Morgan Patton, Environmental Action Committee of West Marin, COM Alumna, Oct. 18, 2017 

Mary Anne Flett, Avocet Research Associates, COM Alumna, Sept. 18, 2017 

Bolinas-Stinson School Faculty, Dec. 5, 2017 

Bolinas Rod and Boat Club, Dec. 5. 2017  

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



APPENDIX 4: COURSES THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY USED THE BOLINAS FIELD STATION, 

THOSE THAT MAY USE IT IN THE FUTURE & ASSOCIATED LEARNING OBJECTIVES1  

 

Bolinas Field Station Relevant COM LES Department Courses, IGETC & SLO Data - Table 2a 

An Operational Field Station Benefits the 
Following Courses  

IGETC SLO 

Natural History Program Certificate of Achievement  Describe the major components of 
local ecosystems and explain their 
interrelationships.  

Bio 162 General Ecology  
Yes 

Identify the natural history and biotic 
interactions of key organisms of local 
biotic communities. 

Bio 112A  Majors Biology Animals Yes Demonstrate knowledge of the 
characteristics of all the major animal 
phyla as well as a thorough 
evolutionary understanding of the 
circumstances under which these 
phyla evolved. 

Bio 112 B Majors Biology Plants Yes No access to COR 

Bio 235 Marine biology Yes Demonstrate they are safe while 
conducting marine-related field work or 
teaching in a variety of marine habitats. 

Bio 138 Environmental Science  Yes Assess the methodology utilized by 
environmental professionals to apply 
environmental indicators to assess 
current trends in our environment. 

Bio 101 Field Biology In Transition investigate the diversity of local taxa 
and differentiate the fundamental 
abiotic and biotic variables of which 
these species must endure to survive. 

Bio 161 Field Botany No No access to COR 

Bio 160 Soil: Ecology and Management Yes No access to COR 

Geol 128 Geologic Studies of Point Reyes No  

 
1 As stated herein, there are many courses outside of the Department, as well as student organizations, which 
could hold classes and other functions at the Lab. 



Geol 109 General Oceanography  Yes  

 

  



Field Station Relevant COM Non-LES Department Courses, IGETC & Field Analysis Data - Table 2b 

(partial list) 

An Operational Field Station Benefits the 
Following Courses  

IGETC Field Analysis Opportunities 

Chem 114 Yes environmental testing monitoring  
 

Chem 231 Yes short term/long term environmental 
testing and monitoring 
 

Chem 232 Yes short term/long term environmental 
testing and monitoring 
 

  



APPENDIX 5: EXCERPT FROM BASELINE STUDY CONDUCTED OUT OF  

THE BOLINAS FIELD STATION 

 



 



 



 



 

APPENDIX 6: COMPARISON OF BOLINAS FIELD STATION WITH 



MENDOCINO COLLEGE’S COASTAL FIELD STATION 

 

College of Marin’s Bolinas Field Station and Mendocino College’s Coastal Field Station 

Are Two Unique Gems in the California Community College System’s Tiara 

 

The College of Marin’s very successful field science programs benefited from the use of an 

amazing historic facility owned by the College:  the Bolinas Field Station.  COM was the only 

community college in all of California with its own field station until very recently. Teachers and 

students’ use of the Field Station continued for almost 50 years! 

 

In 2011, a nearby community college benefited from the Coast Guard’s transfer of a former 

Loran Station to it.  It was at that time that Mendocino College came to own a facility to rival COM’s.  

Its Coastal Field Station is located along the coast near the lighthouse at Point Arena. 

 

Faculty has reached out to the Mendocino College faculty who use the Coastal Field Station to 

find out more about it and to share information.  Faculty offers the following table comparing the two 

facilities as a tool for considering our request that the Field Station be brought back to life. 

 

 

  



Comparison of COM Bolinas Field Station & Mendocino College’s Coastal Field Station - Table 3 

 College of Marin & the Bolinas 
Field Station 

Mendocino College & the Coastal Field Station 

Construction Date 1910s 1940s 

Former Use US Life Saving Station US Army Air Guard then US Coast Guard Loran 
Station (navigation) 

Date Put into Service 
by College 

1950s (suspended 2005) 2011 (still in use) 

Repairs Needed Yes. Yes, but some repairs have been carried out 
recently. 

Features Two-story house, boathouse now 
lab, dock and parking. 

Lab, 3 residential buildings for visiting scientists, 
interns and students, parking, 15 acres of land; 
facility can be rented with proper insurance 
coverage. 

Distance from Main 
Campus 

23 miles (52 minute drive) 53 miles (1 hour, 35 minute drive) 

Located Near Fault 
Per State Maps 

Yes Yes 

Located Near Tsunami 
Inundation Zone or 
Area 

Yes Yes 
 
 

Surrounding Habitats World famous estuary (Bolinas 

“Lagoon”), 3 types of rocky intertidal 

habitats, 8 types of other coastal 

habitats, with all of it protected in 

Park lands.  

A smaller set of much less diverse habitats - 
pasture and rocky intertidal only.  California 
Coastal National Monument. 

Enrollment Numbers 5,570 full and part time students Fall 
2017 

3,830 full and part time students Fall 2014 

Departments Who Use 
It 

Biology & Geology, and in the past, 
multi-disciplinary courses were 
offered including English 
Department; Chemistry teachers 
would like to use it. 

Biology (including Marine Biology & Botany 
classes), Environmental Science, Geology 
(including Oceanography) and non-science 
oriented departments such as Fine Arts.  Science 
learning community (MESA) uses it.  Culinary Arts 
and Sustainable Technology programs are 
contemplating using it. 

Community Uses None at present, but a meeting place 
for Bolinas community groups is 
contemplated along with shared use 
by educational groups and other 
consistent uses being developed 
now. 

Many nonprofits use it now and others are 
contemplated. 

Other Uses Science-based non-profits may use 
it for research, especially where 
projects are collaborative with COM 
students. 

UCs and other universities use it as well as visiting 
groups, including one studying plate boundaries. 

 College of Marin & the Bolinas 
Field Station 

Mendocino College & the Coastal Field Station 



Fundraising (other 
than College funds) 

Friends group to be formed and 
fundraising is available through 
scientific and nonscientific nonprofits 
and community funders. 

“Friends” group established in 2015 to help with 
funding that is affiliated with the Mendocino 
College Foundation, receives rental fees, and 
recently received a NSF grant. 

College Governance Needed Field Station Committee reports to Facilities 
Committee. 

Mission & Vision Needed To encourage student success in the Natural 
Sciences by protecting and supporting a unique 
educational resource that provides for innovative 
instruction at Mendocino College. 

More Information Information about the Field Station 
should be added to the College 
website. 

https://www.mendocino.edu/college/our-
campus/coastal-field-station 
https://www.mendocino.edu/sites/default/files/coas
toutreach_overview.pdf 
 

 

 

  

https://www.mendocino.edu/college/our-campus/coastal-field-station
https://www.mendocino.edu/college/our-campus/coastal-field-station
https://www.mendocino.edu/sites/default/files/coastoutreach_overview.pdf
https://www.mendocino.edu/sites/default/files/coastoutreach_overview.pdf


APPENDIX 7:  VIDEO TESTIMONY REGARDING THE BOLINAS FIELD STATION FROM THE 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2017 (COM BOARD MEETING), OCTOBER 17, 2017 (COM BOARD MEETING) 

AND OCTOBER 18, 2017 (BOLINAS COMMUNITY MEETING)  

 

September 19, 2017 (COM Board Meeting) 

 

Early Afternoon - vimeo.com/245247443 

 

Late Afternoon - vimeo.com/245247960 

 

 

October 17, 2017 (COM Board Meeting) 

 

To be added 

 

 

October 18, 2017 (Bolinas Community Meeting)  

 

Part 1 - vimeo.com/245248665 

 

Part 2 - vimeo.com/245248866 

 

Part 3 - vimeo.com/245248970 

 

Part 4 - vimeo.com/245249176 

 

Part 5 - vimeo.com/245249277 

 

Part 6 - vimeo.com/245249415 

 

Part 7 - vimeo.com/245249545 

  

http://vimeo.com/245247443
http://vimeo.com/245247960
http://vimeo.com/245248665
http://vimeo.com/245248866
http://vimeo.com/245248970
http://vimeo.com/245249176
http://vimeo.com/245249277
http://vimeo.com/245249415
http://vimeo.com/245249545


APPENDIX 8:  ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF THE BOLINAS MARINE LAB COALITION & 

BOLINAS, GOVERNMENT & NONPROFIT COMMUNITY LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR THE 

COLLEGE’S REOPENING OF THE BOLINAS FIELD STATION 

ADDED BETWEEN 12.05.17 and 01.08.18 

 

New Coalition Members 

(addendum to Table 1) 

 

 

Name & Affiliation(s) 

Kathy Bustamante 

Bolinas Resident; Bolinas Stinson Summer Camp 

Rick Hall 

Bolinas Resident; 

COM Faculty 

Annette Nibley 

Author 

 

 

New Letters of Support 

 

Lynne Stenzel, Point Blue; Bolinas Lagoon Advisory Council; COM Alumna; Bolinas Resident,  

  Dec. 5, 2017 

Gwen Heistand, Audubon Canyon Ranch; Bolinas Lagoon Advisory Council, Dec. 5, 2017 

Environmental Action Committee of West Marin, Dec. 5, 2017 

California Native Plant Society, Marin Chapter, Dec. 5, 2017 

 

  



 





 





  



  



 

APPENDIX 9:  ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF THE BOLINAS MARINE LAB COALITION & 

BOLINAS, GOVERNMENT & NONPROFIT COMMUNITY LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR THE 

COLLEGE’S REOPENING OF THE BOLINAS FIELD STATION 

ADDED BETWEEN 01.08.18 and 02.08.18 

 

New Coalition Members 

(addendum to Table 1) 

 

 

Name & Affiliation(s) 

Bill Richardson 

COM Student 

Catie Clune 

COM Student; Education Specialist, Turtle Island Restoration Network 

Dan Hossfield 

Masters Student Marine Biology, SFSU 

Erica Heimberg 

West Marin Resident 

Kris Handwerk Wiskes 

Linda Novy 

COM Alumna; 

VP, Marin Conservation League 

Roger Preston Doyle 

COM Alumnus 

Sharon Barnett 

COM Alumna; 

COM Faculty 

Todd Steiner 

Executive Director 

Turtle Island Restoration Network 

 

 

New Letters of Support 

 

Letter from Kathy Bustamante, Bolinas Stinson Summer Camp and Bolinas resident, Jan. 11, 2018 

Letter from RIchard Hilton, Sierra College, Jan. 21, 2018 

Letter from Annette Nibley (with attachment), Jan. 30, 2018 

Letter from Roger Preston Doyle, Feb. 4, 2018 

 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 







 
 



APPENDIX 10:  ADDITIONAL BOLINAS, GOVERNMENT & NONPROFIT COMMUNITY LETTERS 

OF SUPPORT FOR THE COLLEGE’S REOPENING OF THE BOLINAS FIELD STATION 

ADDED BETWEEN 2.08.18 and 04.16.18 

 

 

New Letters of Support 

 

Letter from Marin Conservation League, February 27, 2018 

Letter from Todd Steiner, Turtle Island Restoration Network, March 8, 2018 

 



  



  



 
  



REVISED APPENDIX 11: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PROVIDED TO PRESIDENT COON 
& MIA ROBERTSHAW, APRIL 16, 20182 

 
 On March 30, 2018, a meeting of representatives of the Faculty and the Coalition and the 
College Administration was held.  Many issues, primarily of a legal nature, were discussed. The 
following issues for further research emerged from the meeting, and answers have been submitted by 
the Faculty and Coalition today and are incorporated into the latest version of the Faculty’s 
Recommendation (version 4) originally submitted on December 5, 2017.  
 
1.   The Bolinas Field Station3 is not part of a “community college campus” and, therefore, 
pursuant to Education Code Section 81052, the Field Act does not apply. 
 

Section 81052 of the Education Code states: “Each school building constructed, reconstructed, 
modified, or expanded after July 1, 2006, on a community college campus shall be built according to 
the Field Act, as defined by Section 81130.3 or according to the California Building Standards Code, 
as adopted by the California Building Standards Commission ([emphasis added).”  The Field Act does 
not apply because the Bolinas Field Station is not part of a “community college campus.” 

   
The Field Act does not define “community college campus” in Article 3. The only definition of 

that phrase in the Education Code is found in an unrelated provision.4  Had the Legislature intended 
that an off-campus facility also be included, the Legislature would have done so in Section 81052 as it 
had in other sections of the Code.  See, e.g., Sections 94385 & 100110(b), Education Code.  

 
The College’s own description supports the conclusion that the Bolinas Field Station is not part 

of COM’s “campus”.  The College of Marin’s publications describe its campuses as the Kentfield 
campus and the Indian Valley campus.  All of the documentation describing College operations refer 
to those as campuses and the Bolinas Field Station as something other than a campus or not at all. It 
seems self-evident that the College does not consider this facility a campus given that it has 
neglected maintenance of the property and buildings for more than 10 years and has left it out of its 
description of its facilities for years.  That said, the facility is a great asset of the College and should 
brought back online for use by the faculty and students. 

  
2.   The “outdoor science classroom exception” excludes the Field Station from the Field 
Act (and the Alquist-Priolo Act, which similarly applies the exception) even if it does not 
house programs that include forestry.  See Section 81130.5(d)(1), Education Code. 
 

The “outdoor science classroom exception” stated at Section 81130.5(d)(1), Education Code, 
made its way into the laws governing community colleges in 1990 after California’s first environmental 
education law was adopted in 1976.  See Sections 8760-8774, Education Code.  The language of the 
1990 exception was derived from the 1976 law.  Among the purposes of this law was to allow school 
districts to own outdoor science classrooms, where possible, and so it was understood that such 
buildings would not be earthquake proof and were often being taken on “as is” in remote locations for 
benefit of student visits and learning.  An exception to the Field Act and the Alquist Priolo-Act was 
therefore required. 

 

 
2 Appendix 11 has been revised for Version 5 of the Recommendation. 
3 At the March 30, 2018 meeting, it was agreed that we should refer to the Bolinas Marine Lab as the Bolinas 
Field Station. 
4 In an unrelated provision, “community college campus” is defined as “a community college campus site that 
has a local academic senate.”  Section 67422(b), Education Code. 



As the law provides, outdoor science, conservation and forestry were not all required of the 
programs instituted under the law but were promoted in the alternative.  Compare Section 8760, 
Education Code (allowing outdoor science and conservation education) with Section 8762 (allowing 
forestry courses).  The law also permits school districts to allow students to ride in boats for the 
purpose of any “outdoor science program” that involves “marine science” studies.  See Section 8761.  
As stated by faculty present at the meeting, courses are offered through the department which 
contain content on all of these topics, and for which use of the Bolinas Field Station would be 
appropriate, including Field Biology (BIOL 101), General Ecology (BIOL 162), Field Botany (BIOL 
161) Introduction to Herpetology (BIOL 167), The World of Insects (BIOL 165), Introduction to Insect 
Biodiversity Laboratory (BIOL 165L), Introduction to Aquatic Biology (BIOL 159), Ecology of Estuaries 
(BIOL 163), Introduction to Mammalogy (BIOL 164), Biology of Marine Mammals (BIOL 171), General 
Marine Biology (BIOL 235), Marine Ecology Field Studies (BIOL 237), Ornithology (BIOL 169A&B), 
Introduction to Environmental Sciences (BIOL 138), Global Climate Change (BIOL 141), Stewardship 
of Marin Parks and Open Spaces (BIOL 143), Environmental Science Seminar and Fieldwork (BIOL 
150), and many others.  As a result, the exception would apply to the Bolinas Field Station. 

 
The exception explicitly exempts outdoor science classrooms from the the definition of what 

are school buildings covered by the Field Act at Section 81130.5(d), Education Code.  The exception 
is also incorporated by reference by the Alquist-Priolo Act at Section 81033(a) and (b), Education 
Code.  This portion of the Alquist Priolo Act located at Section 81033 et seq., Education Code, 
operates to make the more general portions of the Act found in the Public Resources Code specific to 
school buildings. For this reason, the portions of the Alquist-Priolo Act contained in Public Resources 
Code, Sections 2621-2630, do not apply to buildings such as the Bolinas Field Station because it has 
been excluded from the definition of what constitutes a school building.   

 
Further, the exception aside, these portions of the Alquist-Priolo Act in the Public Resources 

Code appear to apply to buildings constructed after the date of enactment of that law in 1972 and not 
to those constructed before 1975 under certain conditions.  Section 2621.7(b), Public Resources 
Code.  The Bolinas Field Station was constructed well before enactment of the Alquist-Priolo Act and 
there is no plan to reconstruct it but rather to do simple repairs to rehabilitate it.  Therefore, the 
alteration (if in fact what is needed constitutes an “alteration”) would not exceed 50% of its value per 
Section 2621.7(c), Public Resources Code, thus exempting it, and in any event, Marin County is 
charged with advising on the application of the law during any necessary permitting process.  During 
a query of Building Department staff it was noted that normally the parcel would have a building value 
as part of its tax assessment but this property is tax exempt.  At most an appraisal would need to be 
done to determine the value, but staff noted that the idea of a re-roofing project costing more than 
50% of the value of any structure is highly unlikely. 

 
In sum, there are at least two exceptions that exempt the Bolinas Field Station from the 

Alquist-Priolo Act noted here and potentially additional ones as well. 
 
3.  What is the Extent of the Permitting That is Needed to Make Repairs? 
 
         In seeking to assist the administration, we made inquiry of the Marin County Building 
Department on the question of whether the simple repairs needed to bring the laboratory portion of 
the Bolinas Field Station online for use by the faculty and students would require permits to be issued 
by it, the California Coastal Commission, and/or other agencies.  The repairs that are contemplated 
are replacement of the heating unit, roof, some siding and drywall, and the removal and replacement 
of the exterior saltwater tank.  We sought to confirm the information received from the Building 
Department in consultation with the Planning Department but are awaiting a return call. 
          



Replacing a roof (i.e. re-roofing), if one does not change the size of the existing roof, would not 
require approval of the California Coastal Commission under current rules.5  At this time, only a 
building permit issued by Marin County is required for a new roof or a new heating system, which can 
be obtained by a contractor applying online.  We were informed that it is a simple process. Similarly, 
replacing siding would not require Coastal Commission approval as long as there is no change in the 
footprint of the structure.  Finally, removing a water tank that sits on the ground requires no building 
permit from Marin County and probably requires no Coastal Commission approval.  The California 
State Water Resources Control Board would not be implicated.  Marin County Building Department 
staff indicated that the permit seeker need only deal with Marin County to satisfy Coastal Commission 
requirements and not with that agency or any other agency separately. 
 
4.  Would the Sale of Any of the Bolinas Water Meters Owned by COM Be Beneficial to Finance 
Repairs to the Field Station? 
 
         The College of Marin has three parcels on Wharf Road in Bolinas:  (1) the Bolinas Field Station 
located at 72 Wharf Road; (2) the home under long term lease located at 81 Wharf Road; and the 
dock located across Wharf Road from the Field Station.  The two parcels containing buildings have 
one water meter each and the dock has no water meter.   
 

Pursuant to the rules of the Bolinas Public Utility District, a water meter can not be severed 
from the parcel as long as the structure serviced by that meter is standing.  The parcels are as 
follows: 
 
         -Parcel 19308114.  This is the parcel on which the one-story laboratory and the adjacent 3 
story office/classroom building is located.   This parcel has one water meter. 
  

-Parcel 19308218.  This is the parcel on the lagoon side of Wharf Road on which a house is 
located.  That house is subject to a long-term lease.  This parcel has one water meter. 
  

-Parcel 19308220.  This is the parcel with the boat dock.  This parcel has no water meter.  
 
 Our findings are that there is only one water meter associated with the Field Station parcel, 
with the other water meter active with respect to the home and parcel that is under a long term lease.  
There is therefore no extra water meter. 

  

 
5 The Coastal Commission has proposed rules, opposed by Marin County, that would require Coastal 
Commission approval of a new roof.   



APPENDIX 12: RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT COON’S UPDATE TO 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES, APRIL 17, 2018 

 

 On April 17, 2018, President Coon briefed the Board of Trustees on the status of his research 

concerning the Bolinas Field Station.  This is the response of the Faculty of the Life & Earth Sciences 

Department. 

 

1. The Faculty strongly urges President Coon to convene a study session or other interactive 

meeting where members of the Department, Administration and Board can discuss issues relating to 

the Bolinas Field Station.  At this time, the Faculty has not been consulted concerning how the 

Bolinas Field Station will serve programmatic needs and other relevant matters that Board members 

have shown an interest in learning about. Such a meeting is necessary to the success of the 

collaborative process currently underway.  It is the belief of the Faculty that a meeting of this kind 

should be held as soon as is practicable but in any event must be held before any decision with 

respect to the future of the Bolinas Field Station can be made.  Certain faculty members could meet 

with President Coon to create an agenda or parameters for this proposed meeting beforehand if that 

would be helpful. 

 

2. The attached articles and editorial were printed in the Marin IJ and Point Reyes Light after the 

April 17, 2018 report. 

 

 - Marin IJ - April 20, 2018 

http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20180419/college-of-marin-board-mulls-options-for-reopening-

bolinas-marine-lab 

 

 - Marin IJ - Editorial - April 28, 2018 

http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20180428/editorial-college-of-marin-is-right-to-explore-marine-labs-

potential 

 

 - Point Reyes Light - May 10, 2018 https://www.ptreyeslight.com/article/college-finds-

new-avenues-rehabilitate-bolinas-lab 

 

3. Response to Specific Aspects of President Coon’s Presentation 

 

 - The Faculty agrees that the Field Station could be used for field experiences across the 

courses in the Life & Earth Sciences Department and beyond. 

 

 - The Faculty agrees with the path forward that would reopen the structurally sound 

laboratory portion of property with a modest investment (covering a new roof and siding) of Measure 

B and/or other funds. 

 

 - The Faculty disagrees that either the Field Act or the Alquist-Priolo Act applies due to 

the outdoor science classroom exception and other exceptions, and thus DSA supervision is not 

triggered (which is optional in any event) and an expensive geological survey is not required at this 

time. 

http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20180419/college-of-marin-board-mulls-options-for-reopening-bolinas-marine-lab
http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20180419/college-of-marin-board-mulls-options-for-reopening-bolinas-marine-lab
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20180428/editorial-college-of-marin-is-right-to-explore-marine-labs-potential
http://www.marinij.com/opinion/20180428/editorial-college-of-marin-is-right-to-explore-marine-labs-potential
https://www.ptreyeslight.com/article/college-finds-new-avenues-rehabilitate-bolinas-lab
https://www.ptreyeslight.com/article/college-finds-new-avenues-rehabilitate-bolinas-lab


 

 - The Faculty appreciates President Coon’s assertion that the Maurer Trust cannot be 

used to destroy the Field Station.  

 

 - Geology:  There were some misconceptions about faults and other geology concepts.  

The Faculty would like to present more information on this topic at a study session.  

 

 - Law:  It has been suggested that the College could request an opinion of the California 

Attorney General on the applicability of the outdoor science classroom exception. 

 

 - Mia Robertshaw requested research on the question of how portions of the Alquist-

Priolo Act came to be codified in the Education Code (Section 81033) vis-a-vis those that are codified 

in the Public Resources Code (Section 2621-2630).  The import is whether the “outdoor science 

classroom” exception (located in Section 81130.5 of the Education Code), incorporated by reference 

in Section 81033, would also exclude the Field Station from the parts of the Act codified in the Public 

Resources Code. 

 

 Of the two laws that pertain to earthquake safety in schools, the Field Act came first.  Explicitly 

aimed at schools, it was a response to the 1933 earthquake. The outdoor science classroom 

exception explicitly applies to the Field Act and is contained within its provisions.  See Education 

Code, Section 81130.5(d)(1).   

 

The Alquist-Priolo Act (which has been known by different names through the years, i.e. the 

Alquist-Priolo Geologic Hazard Zones Act, the Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone Act, the Alquist-

Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act, etc.), came into being with the passage of Senate Bill 520 on 

December 22, 1972, with an effective date of March 7, 1973.  This bill did not say anything 

specifically about schools but was applicable to buildings generally.  The bill responded to the 1971 

earthquake.  A companion bill (SB 519) created earthquake-related provisions for hospitals.  At 

passage, no part of SB 520 was specifically incorporated into the existing Education Code.  The bill 

as passed simply directed the State Geologist to create maps showing zones containing potentially 

and recently active faults that created a potential hazard to structures.  See SB 520.  The law further 

required localities to approve potential developments by reference to State Geologist policies, to be 

later enacted, that would require localities to deny development where an “undue hazard exists.” 

 

At the time that the Act was passed, the Education Code defined “school building” as “any 

building used . . . for . . . junior college purposes and constructed, reconstructed, altered or added to, 

. . . by any school district . . .”  Section 15452, Education Code.  1976 brought a major expansion of 

the Education Code.  See Ch. 1010, Cal. Stat. (1976).  This was the first time that Alquist was 

incorporated into the Education Code.  Section 81033 as enacted required geological and soil 

engineering studies for new sites and provided that “[n]o school building shall be constructed or 

situated on the trace of an active geological fault.”  Section 81033 further provided that “an active 

geological fault is defined as one along which surface rupture can be reasonably expected to occur 

within the life of the building.”  Section 81033 also extended to alterations of buildings where the 

estimated cost exceeded $10,000 where the alteration was of “structural elements.” 

 



At the same time that Alquist was being incorporated into the Education Code in this way, the 

California Legislature was also creating provisions allowing school districts to offer “programs and 

classes in outdoor science education and conservation education.”  Ch. 1010, Sections 8760-8773.  

Although forestry was an option, the law provided for other options as well.  See Section 8762 

(forestry), 8760 (outdoor science education and conservation education), 8761 (outdoor science 

education involving studies in marine science). 

 

Also in 1976, the definition of “school building” was moved from Section 15452 to Section 

81131 and rephrased to substitute “community college” for ”junior college” but no other substantive 

differences and the Alquist-Priolo Act’s Section 81033 incorporated it.  

 

In 1981, the first exception to Section 81131’s definition of “school building” was added, 

eliminating application of the Field Act and the Alquist-Priolo Act to buildings not owned or leased by 

the community college. See Ch. 470, Section 81130.5 (new section).  In 1990, the next exceptions to 

“school building” were enacted including the “outdoor science classroom exception.”  See Ch. 1372.  

At the same time, the definition of “school building” was brought into Section 81130.5 and Section 

81131 was repealed.  Also in 1990, the provisions of the outdoor science education laws were 

amended but included no new provisions of significance to this analysis. 

 

While Section 81033 (the Alquist-Priolo Act) continued to adopt the definition of school building 

contained in repealed Section 81131 through 1995, that year the Legislature discovered the 

discrepancy and pointed to the exceptions (including the outdoor science classroom exception) 

contained in Section 81130.5. 

 

So we know then that the Legislature intended to exclude buildings used by community 

colleges for outdoor science from at minimum the provisions of the Alquist-Priolo Act incorporated in 

the Education Act. What about the Public Resources Act?   

 

A good argument can be made that if the Legislature has excluded certain community college 

buildings from applicability of the Alquist-Priolo Act provision that has been incorporated into the 

Education Code, then it has also excluded the same buildings from application of the provisions 

contained in the Public Resources Code.  This argument is especially strong where we show, as we 

do below, that the requirements contained in the Public Resources Code and the Education Code are 

duplicative and essentially identical.  It would render the exception to the Education Code provisions 

of the Alquist-Priolo Act meaningless if the Public Resources provisions applied without exception.  

The Education Code simply tailors the more general portion of the Alquist-Priolo Act located in the 

Public Resources Code and makes it specific to community colleges.  The Public Resources Code 

provisions are thus superfluous and supplanted with regard to community colleges. 

  



 

Location of Alquist-Priolo Act 
Provisions in California Laws 

Education Code Public Resources Code 

Code Sections Education Code, Sections 81031-
81033 

Public Resources Code, Sections 
2621-2630 

Stated or Alluded to Purpose Requires community college districts 
to investigate potential school building 
and certain existing school building 
sites by performing geological and soil 
engineering studies where the 
building is located in a certain areas. 
These areas are either “special 
studies zones” or “in an area 
designated as geologically hazardous 
in the safety element of the local 
general plan.”  (Section 81033(a)) 
Notes that “[n]o school building shall 
be constructed, reconstructed, or 
relocated on the trace of a geological 
fault along which surface rupture can 
be reasonably be expected to occur 
within the life of the school building.” 
Exceptions noted at Section 81033(b). 

Gives cities, counties and state 
agencies “policies and criteria” in 
creating their zoning laws that will 
“prohibit the location of developments 
and structures for human occupancy 
across the trace of active faults. 
(Section 2621.5) 

Applies to New construction of a “school 
building” as those buildings are 
defined by Section 81130.5.  (Section 
81033(a)) 
 
Reconstruction, alteration or addition 
to a “school building” exceeding 
$20,000.  (Section 81033(a)) 
 
Section 81130.5 excludes outdoor 
science classrooms from the definition 
of “school building.” 

Generally to a “project” that is a 
structure “for human occupancy” with 
exceptions [noted at Section 2621.6 
and 2621.7].  (Section 2621.6) 

Makes Certain Parties Liable for Not 
Following the Law 

N/A.  Only the Field Act provides for 
District and Trustee Personal Liability 
and the Field Act does not apply.  
(Section 81149(b)(2)) 

Cities and counties.  (Section 2621.8) 

 

 

 

  



4. The Faculty also responds to particular ideas and questions raised by the Board members: 

 

 A. An open study session with faculty should be held by the Board.  No conversation 

relating to the Field Station has been held between the Board and the Faculty.  Questions relating to 

why the Field Station is necessary to the programs has not been broached with faculty.  The Faculty 

agrees that the programs should drive the answer as to what to do with the Field Station and that 

creating the best program is imperative especially given the unique ability to properly prepare 

students planning to transfer to CSU and UC schools to study marine biology and related disciplines. 

 

 B. Students do need access to a building closely adjacent to the natural area being studied 

where they can perform experiments.  Storage is not sufficient.  A hands on approach is integral to 

learning how to “do science” and becoming inspired about that work. 

 

 C. Faculty agrees with the Trustees that the Field Station should be put back into service 

and not continued to be neglected. 

 

D. The Faculty asserts that there can be no liability to Trustees because the laws imposing 

such liability do not apply to this facility.  The Faculty believes that the seismic risk and attendant 

liability has been overstated given the risk to the entire Bay Area (which would include the other COM 

campuses), etc.  No property, i.e. a substitute property, will be absolutely safe. 

 

 E. The Faculty disagrees with any approach that would surplus the property or give it to 

any other entity. 

 

  



APPENDIX 13:  SUMMARY OF THE COM NATURAL HISTORY PROGRAM 

CELEBRATION HELD MAY 15, 2018 

 

At least fifty current and former COM students and faculty as well as the families of former COM 

faculty, COM trustees and administrators, scientists, educators, nonprofit staffers, government 

employees and more attended this first-of-its-kind event held on the patio adjoining and in the Natural 

History Museum in the Science Math & Nursing Building at the College of Marin.  Teachers and 

students shared their experiences of the program and food and drinks were served.  The Bolinas 

Field Station was mentioned several times.  Some of the highlights included:  

 

Gratitude.  Many, many people expressed their thanks for the Natural History program and its 

teachers.  They indicated that it was the reason that they support COM and the huge effect of the 

program on their lives. 

 

Love.  An overwhelming number of people referred to having fallen in love with nature due to the 

Natural History program.  Younger former students and older ones alike described the experience of 

the program and its effect as having invigorated their lives and made them happy and less bored. 

 

Quality.  Time and time again the quality of the program and the teachers over the entire history of 

the program was mentioned by those who spoke. 

 

Necessity & Location.  It was clear that most people thought that the fact that the majority of Marin 

County consists of wild, open and natural spaces meant that this program was necessary so that the 

people who live here can be educated to enjoy and protect these places.  With this education, local 

decision makers can continue to make informed decisions about the use of the land here and be 

influenced by informed citizens.  There is a scarcity of the type of classes offered by the Natural 

History program in the Bay Area.  The field aspect of the classes was noted for its ability to engage 

and to prepare students to pursue education jobs in particular. 

 

Diversity of Students.  Several people mentioned the diversity of students that can be found in 

natural history courses both in age from high school age on up to income and professional 

background.  Friends are made and networking happens in the classes, as well as mentoring and the 

exchange of ideas between people of different generations. 

 

Diversity of Job Prospects & Economic Benefit.  Many people directly attributed their career path 

and success to the program, including the spark of interest that began with one student who took a 

course while in high school.  The sheer diversity of the careers held by the attendees showed that 

taking natural history classes leads to careers as scientists, government employees, nonprofit 

staffers, educators, ecotour business owners, people working in sustainable business and more.  

There were an overwhelming number of marine biologists, environmental nonprofit staffers and 

educators represented.  Several people mentioned that they began second careers as a result of 

taking natural history classes, especially because they could continue the full time jobs that they 

wanted to leave while taking the classes at night and on the weekends.  Many stated that taking the 

classes leads to having several gigs or ways to make money from taking the classes.  Others 

mentioned being able to hire younger people coming up in the program.  Many people mentioned that 



in their role as professional scientists and educators they could fill in or refresh gaps in their 

knowledge by taking natural history courses. 

 

Educators Profoundly Influence the Community.  There were many educators in attendance, both 

with gainful careers as teachers and unpaid volunteers who spoke about teaching both children and 

adults in varying communities throughout the Bay Area in a variety of settings ranging from museums 

to summer camps, private and public schools, and in the context of nonprofit organizations offering 

field trips and other educational opportunities.  The effect of the Natural History program reverberates 

in the community due to these educators. 

 

Bolinas Field Station.  The Field Station was mentioned several times as having drawn students to 

the program and having been an important part of the students’ experiences.  Many described it as 

an important asset. 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

Video recordings of the event can be viewed here:  https://vimeo.com/album/5363226 

 

https://vimeo.com/album/5363226

